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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To attain screening effectively with high 
efficiency while the advantage that the operation of a 
memory cell is hardly affected by the instantaneous 
fluctuation of the operating power supply is kept by 
providing a switching circuit for screening to a common 
connecting point of each MOS capacitor. 

CONSTITUTION: A transistor (TR) 7 is turned on and a 
TR8 is turned off at normal operation in an LSI memory 
and a low voltage VCP is impressed to one electrode 
(electrode on an oxide film) 26 of each MOS capacitor 3 
of the memory cells 1... through the TR7. Thus, no 
deterioration or breakdown is caused to a thin oxide 
film 24 of the MOS capacitor 3, and since a voltage Vcc is 
not directly impressed to the MOS capacitor 3 even rf a 
momentary fluctuation of the operating power supply 
voltage V^ is caused, the operation of the memory cell 
1... is hardly affected. While the TR7 is turned off and 
the TR8 is turned on during screening, the voltage is 
impressed to each MOS capacitor 3 through the TR8. 
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